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Share on FacebookShare on Twitter the Arrigony Bridge in Middletown is about to get a major security update. According to an article on WFSB Eyewitness News 3 entitled Plans Released for Fencing construction on the Arrigoni Bridge in Middletown, Mayor Dan Drew issued a statement On Saturday that plans are underway to build a fence on the bridge in an effort to reduce suicides. Construction of the
90-foot bridge is scheduled to begin in 2019. While the Department of Transportation already plans to begin a rehabilitation project on the bridge, they will also install an 8-foot fence on both sides. In addition, the article says that there will also be six suicide call prevention sings at the ends of the bridge as well as in the middle. By installing the fences, the article says Drew expects to reduce rescue calls to
police and fire services of people who threaten or consider jumping. In addition, the article says, stand as a deterrent to future incidents. For example, this would have prevented an incident in 2015 when Tony Moreno threw his 7-month-old son Aaden off a bridge before jumping himself. According to an article on Fox61 titled Middletown to install safety fences on the Arrigoni Bridge, Drew said he was
shocked to learn how many people are taking their lives on that bridge. But what's even more shocking is that very few of them are actually reported. So installing a fence on both sides of the bridge was something he wanted to achieve since his first election in 2011. However, with this being said, it will still be several years before work on the bridge is completed. And, the fence won't be the only promotion.
According to an article about the Hartford Courant entitled DOT Planning Mayor Arrigoni's work in 2019, Middletown officials seeking suicide deterrents, the bridge will receive an overhaul. These include: repairing two approaches that lead from Portland to Middletown, replacing the riser approach, structural steel repair, sidewalk and railing replacement, new lighting, new drainage, rust removal, and paving.
The project, according to the article, is expected to cost $37 million. With this being said, between improvements and a fence, the bridge is about to get much safer. What do you think? A commentary below posted in Connecticut on June 24, 2016 By Taylor Ellis Arrigoni Bridge is known for something other than named after state legislator Charles J. Arrigoni. Hardly anyone knows that its two distinctive
600-foot steel arches have the longest span length of any bridge in the state or that a bridge was built to replace what was the longest highway drawbridge in the world at the time. The bridge may have won a beautiful award the year it was built, but its story is anything but beautiful. We are that these uncertain uncertain limit many aspects of life as we all practice social and physical distancing. While we
continue to feature destinations that make our state wonderful, we do not expect or encourage you to go check them out immediately. We believe that supporting local attractions is more important now than ever, and we hope that our articles inspire your future adventures! And on that note, please assign your favorite local business that could use some love right now: Arrigoni Bridge in Middletown has a
reputation for a place where people go to commit suicide. In recent years, the community has been trying to find ways to contain this, but it continues to happen. Just last year, a 22-year-old man named Tony Moreno threw his son off a bridge before jumping himself. But when you drive down the bridge you never suspect a thing. It looks quite peaceful, and in well maintained. But the locals know about the
lost on this bridge. But some jumpers survived, with one woman reportedly able to drag her on her own to shore. The bridge runs perpendicular to the Connecticut River and connects Middletown with Portland. It is unclear why this model developed, but after recent events and an incident in which police had to persuade a man to move away from the edge, it has been suggested that the bridge needs a
phone, encouraging those suicidal thoughts to seek help. The bridge, despite being only 80 years old, is already infamous. It's been a famous place to commit suicide for decades, which is a pretty big chunk of his life. While you can't blame the bridge, many people can't but associate the bridge with stories. Have you crossed this bridge before? Do you know about his dark history? AMY L. SITKA Published
12:00 am EDT, Friday, May 11, 2001 A 39-year-old woman managed to swim about 100 yards to Wilcox Island, where she was rescued by a Marine Corps police unit. Police described the incident as an apparent suicide attempt and concealed the woman's identity. Rescuers estimated that the woman fell 120 feet before falling into the water. About 2:50 p.m., Middletown police were dispatched to the
Adrigoni Bridge to retrieve the jumper, Said Sgt. Sean Moriarty. While on the way, police learned that the woman jumped and was in the Connecticut River, police said. An initial investigation revealed that the woman survived the jump and was seen trying to reach the southern tip of Wilcox Island, police said. Several people walking into Harbourpark at the time reported seeing a rescue but not falling. One
man said he thought he saw her swimming towards the island north of the bridge before rescue teams reached her. Middletown Deputy Fire Marshal Gary Wellett, who along with other firefighters was driving one of the rescue boats, found the woman on her back four feet of water. He said that after she got into the water, she swam in the shallows. She spoke and conscious when we we to her, said
Ouellette. The Middletown Police Marine Patrol was mobilized and launched its boat at the Portland Boat Factory after receiving the call, police said. Marine officers arrived at the scene and assisted people who had already arrived at the scene, including Middletown Fire Department officers, police said. Ouellette said the emergency team stayed with the woman until she could be secured by a backboard
then brought ashore while waiting for the helicopter. The woman, dressed in a green and white dress, was seen lying motionless at the foot of the bridge pier. Both sides of Route 9 were closed during the landing of the LifeStar helicopter. The woman was taken to Hartford Hospital for treatment of apparent serious injuries, police said. She was hospitalized on Thursday evening. Her injuries included
superficial injuries to her chest and upper abdomen, according to police reports. She also suffered facial injuries with severe bruising to her head and neck, the reports said. Assistance at the scene were Portland and Cromwell Police Departments, Middletown and Cromwell Firefighters, Ambulance Hunters, Middlesex paramedics, the State Department of Environmental Protection and the State
Department of Transportation. Traffic was backed up along Route 9 and Main Street at the time of the incident. Anyone with further information about the incident is urged to call Sergeant Michael Marino at 344-3287. Staff writers Rob Varnon, Nancy Cunningham, Cassandra Day and Carrie Simonelli contributed to this story. The Charles Adrigoni Bridge, built in 1938, extends across the Connecticut River
between Middletown and Portland. The State Department of Transportation project, expected to begin in the spring, will install 8-foot-tall anti-suicide barriers along the entire length of the 3,240-foot-long structure. The Charles Adrigoni Bridge, built in 1938, covers the Connecticut River between Middletown and Portland. The State Department of Transportation project is expected to begin in the spring,
install ... Read more Photos: File Photo charles J. Arrigoni Bridge, built in 1938, covers the Connecticut River between Middletown and Portland. The State Department of Transportation project, expected to begin in the spring, will install 8-foot-tall anti-suicide barriers along the entire length of the 3,240-foot-long structure. The Charles Adrigoni Bridge, built in 1938, covers the Connecticut River between
Middletown and Portland. The State Department of Transportation project is expected to begin in the spring, install ... More Photos: File Photo DOT for overhaul of Arrigoni Bridge approaches, add anti-suicide barriers to the $37 million MIDDLETOWN project - the state will soon begin a three-year project to erect an 8-foot high suicide barrier along the entire length of the Charles J. Arrigoni Bridge as part of
an overhaul expected to extend span use by 40 The State Department of Transportation includes these preventive measures that The current railing and add 3 feet of height are now 5-foot-tall ones, in its upcoming redevelopment of the flybys'undergirding. The walls will consist of a thin wire mesh or no cling wire fence, according to the DOT. The $37 million project to build a four-lane bridge over the
Connecticut River between Middletown and Portland is scheduled to begin in 2019, and is expected to be completed in the fall of 2021. This cost does not include the price of the fence, not yet determined by the DOT. Police have responded to more than 80 reports of possible suicide on the bridge since 2008. It will be hard to beat: Anyone with any intention of either thrill-seeking or self-harming will be
extremely difficult to defeat fencing. The design makes it very difficult to get over and height, said DOT spokesman Kevin J. Nursick. A fence that is specifically against suicide of this caliber, I'm not sure we've done it before, he said. Built in 1938, the Adrigoni Bridge is 3,420 feet long and consists of two three-sets of arch spans, each 600 feet long, over the river. Security measures such as the fence have
enjoyed success in other areas, Mayor Dan Drew said in a post Saturday on his Facebook page. The barriers will be very similar to the fence on the new Tappan-See Bridge, or the Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, in New York, which covers the Hudson River, the mayor said. Research shows that many suicides are impulsive. When they are deterred, they are often avoided at all, said Drew, who added that
officials expect this to significantly reduce the number of suicides from the bridge. I was shocked after my election in 2011 to learn about how many people are taking their own lives there. You'd be shocked, too, if you knew how very few of them actually reported, Drew said. Police and fire services are often there several times a week to rescue people threatening or considering jumping. Major spans over
the river, including the top of the top and the deck below (which has a 5-foot fence) have been restored in a very comprehensive project completed in November 2012, Nursick said. When we restore approach covers, the newest standards for the structure, like this, will be 8-foot fencing, along the highway lead windows to the bridge, Nursick said. It won't make much sense to leave the main spans without
an 8-foot fence. Work to extend the bridge's life by about 40 years will continue with routine maintenance. Traffic lanes are expected to be reduced to one lane in each direction during the replacement deck phase for about 18 months, according to the state. Every bridge has a life cycle. As the structure ages, the level of work being done generally increases in intensity, said Nursick, who compared it to
someone who buys a new car. while the car is in its early years, maintenance entails a change in oil, tires, brakes and other routine contents. By the time you get to 100,000 miles, you'll need more Project for this car - maybe get the paint fixed, get alignment, change the transfer fluid, get/C maintenance. The same thing happens with the bridge. You do regular maintenance, but, at some point,
overwhelmingly, further in life, you have to do something much more substantial, like rehabilitation or a complete replacement project, Said Nursick, to keep it safe and extend the life of the bridge. It's expensive and much more intense, and it's to be expected when these bridges get to that age,' he said. Before the project began, DOT agreed to install six suicide prevention signs, three on each side of the
structure. Police in Middletown and Portland are often called to the bridge in cases involving people intending to harm themselves. Middletown capt Sean Moriarty, who retired last month, likely saved the teen from jumping off the Arrigony Bridge, he said. The girl was about 15 years old, and during their 15-20-minute conversation, he convinced the girl to come down, Moriarty said. It doesn't look too good
leaning on the side of the bridge. We just chatted for a while. She had some problems at home and she was thinking about moving. Without having to use any force - just talking and interacting with her - I was able to get her to come down and get her the help she needed, Moriarty said. Once completed, Nursick said, the barrier will be impossible for people to break through. There's no way you get over it.
These bridges have concrete parapets, which are a countermeasure for vehicles other on the bridge. On top of this wall, you have a fence, it may be 5 feet, but when it's a 5-foot fence on top of a concrete wall it's awfully high now. It's not mounted, nursick said, pointing to a chain link fence that has holes big enough for people to get sides and supports. This stuff is very narrow holes, there is no place to get
your feet or toes in there is no way to get over it. The editor-in-chief of Cassandra Day can be contacted by cassandra.day@hearstmediact.com or Twitter @cassandrasdis. @cassandrasdis. arrigoni bridge jumper 2019. arrigoni bridge jumper 2018
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